POLLUTION CONTROL AT SAUDI CEMENT COMPANY PLANTS

A CASE STUDY

SUMMARY

Since the dawn of the Industrial era, the environment has been the victim of man made pollution. Today, however attitudes are changing and there is increasing awareness of environmental pollution. A decade ago, minor emissions to the atmosphere were viewed as harmless. However, increasing environmental concern in the last 10-15 years has made control of Pollution as highest priority.

Environmental Pollution control is a major issue in Cement Industry world over. This is mainly because in this industry, from input to output, finely crushed materials and very finely ground materials are transported by various means for processing. At certain stage, these have to be carried by air and combustion gases where this dusty material has to be separated from these gases before the gases are vented out in the air. At such stages, the environmental pollution control needs to be exercised very seriously. Fortunately, dust in Cement Industry is relatively straightforward material to collect and manage. Numerous sources throughout a Cement Plant are controlled by electrostatic precipitators, fabric filters, gravel bed, cyclone, multi cyclone etc.

Saudi Cement Company (SCC) came into production in 1961as a single Kiln unit of 300 TPD at Hofuf Plant. Today, it has two Cement Plants located at Hofuf and Ain Dar in Eastern Province of Saudi Arabia having 7830 TPD (6 Kilns) and 6000 TPD (4 Kilns) clinker capacity respectively. Last expansion of 3500 TPD capacity was commissioned in 1996 at Hofuf Plant.

The article is a Case Study of the development of Pollution Control Measures at the SCC Plants.
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